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My Story





Self Reflection

What are some of your 
earliest 
memories/experiences with 
the outdoors? 



Sense of Place 

What is Sense of Place?

The Bronfenbrenner Model: Microsystem
The microsystem is the smallest and most immediate environment in which the student lives. As such, the microsystem 
comprises the daily home, school, peer group or community environment.

 Microsystem Approach: We begin by acknowledging the students’ sense of self and how they relate to the people and 
spaces around them.  We start by building knowledge and community based on where they are.  



Sense of Place, cont.

The Bronfenbrenner Model: Mesosystem

The mesosystem encompasses the interaction of the different microsystems which the developing child finds 
themselves in. It is, in essence, a system of microsystems and as such, involves linkages between home and 
school, between peer group and family, or between family and church.

 Mesosystem Approach: As educators, it is incumbent upon us to point out these connections for our 
students, and as time passes, bring those elements into the classroom as well as going to them.  A trip to the 
fire station, or learning about the groundskeeper in your area are ways to do this. 



Sense of Place, cont.

The Bronfenbrenner Model: Macrosystem
The macrosystem is the largest and most distant collection of people and places to the child that 
still exercises significant influence on the child. It is composed of the child’s cultural patterns and 
values, specifically the child’s dominant beliefs and ideas, as well as political and economic 
systems. Children in war-torn areas, for example, will experience a different kind of development 
than children in communities where peace reigns.

Macrosystem Approach:  Once we have used the exosystem approach, we can use it to 
positively affect the macrosystem.  This can manifest as reaching out to families to bring in some 
of their culture into the class space, which not only enriches the community, but builds the 
representation children of color need.



Sense of Place, cont.
The Bronfenbrenner Model: Exosystem

The exosystem pertains to the linkages that may exist between two or more settings, one of which may not contain the developing 
child but affects them indirectly nonetheless. Other people and places which the child may not directly interact with but may still have 
an effect on the child, comprise the exosystem. Such places and people may include the parents’ workplaces, the larger 
neighborhood, and extended family members.

Exosystem Approach:  We work with families to ensure that the students in our care are safe, loved, and thriving.  Taking the time to 
talk with families and listen to what they are saying about external influences on their lives can inform our relationships with our 
students.  With adults, taking external influences into consideration when teaching builds trust and positive culture.



Perspective Activity

 Take the perspective of anything not 
human (tree, building, ant, blade of 
grass, etc). 



Sense of Place Questions

1.  What is the name of your space?
2. What WAS the name of your space?
3. Who owns it?
4. Who OWNED it?  How many generations can you go back?
5. What are the names of three plants/trees in your space?
6. What are 5 different animals in your space?
7. Why do you love your space?  Why do you not like it?
8. What can you do to make your space more inclusive?



Gaining new Perspective

--Does your space have images that present counter narratives about being outdoors?

--Be prepared to get uncomfortable.

--When thinking about your outdoor activities, ask “who is this excluding?”

--DO YOUR RESEARCH.  

--You will make mistakes.  Own them and move on.

--Work with communities.  Ask them what their barriers are, and LISTEN.  Use this info for co 
creation, not just what you think is a good idea.

--Respect the Spirit of the Place.  Learn the indigenous history of your space

--Get yourself/your staff to an anti-racism training ASAP, followed by DEI training.



Thank You, Keep in Touch!

Email: 

khavin@tinytrees.org, 

khavindebbs@gmail.com

Instagram: 

@sankofaoutdoors, 

@kelevrahart 

@shaolinthebaptist

mailto:khavin@tinytrees.org
mailto:khavindebbs@gmail.com


Redefining the Outdoors Project



Bike it Beacon Event with City Bike Works



RIZP Partnership STEM Night Scavenger Hunt

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ok71lIU0cE


What’s the Issue? 

People of Color historically have not been well represented in outdoor spaces. As a result, certain narratives exist.

Why?

Epigenetics

Intergenerational Trauma/Transmissions

          Lack of Representation



Epigenetics

Epigenetics Is Everywhere. What you eat, where you live, who you interact with, when you sleep, how you exercise, even 
aging – all of these can eventually cause chemical modifications around the genes that will turn those genes on or off over 
time. 

https://www.whatisepigenetics.com/what-is-epigenetics/

https://www.whatisepigenetics.com/topic/epigenetics-diet/
https://www.whatisepigenetics.com/the-epigenetics-of-sleep-3-reasons-to-catch-more-zzzs/
https://www.whatisepigenetics.com/exercise-linked-to-epigenetic-benefits-that-keep-the-brain-healthy/
https://www.whatisepigenetics.com/histone-modifications-and-epigenetic-regulation-could-hold-the-key-to-reversing-aging/


Transgenerational Transmissions

 Transgenerational transmissions take on life in our in  dreams , in acting out, in “life lessons” given in turns of phrase and taught us by our family. 
Discovering transmission means coming to know and tell a larger narrative, one from the preceding generation. It requires close listening to the stories 
of our parents and grandparents, with special attention to the social and historical milieu in which they lived -- especially its military, economic and 
political turmoil.  (Castelloe, 2012)”

The stories our families tell us about the past stay with us as we move through the future. 



Representation: Advertisements



Representation: Gear websites



Representation

What are other ways we can increase representation when it comes to BIPOC 
outdoors?



Narrative

Reflection:  Take about five minutes to think about these two questions,

Then share your thoughts with a partner 

What is nature?

How can we expand our definition of nature to be more inclusive?



American Progress, 
John Gast (1872)



Statement Analysis
Mission and Strategic Plan

“We believe America’s experience with cherished landscapes and wildlife has helped define and 
shape our national character and identity for generations.”
What lives were sacrificed to “Shape our national character and identity?”
The American experience with landscapes and wildlife has been to tame it and glean from it.

To hunters, anglers, hikers, birders, wildlife watchers, boaters, climbers, campers, cyclists, 
gardeners, farmers, forest stewards, and other outdoor enthusiasts, this conservation ethic 
represents a sacred duty and obligation to protect and build upon our conservation heritage for the 
sake of wildlife, ourselves, our neighbors, and—most of all—for future generations.
...for future generations.  Of hunters, anglers, hikers, birders,......
 Who is this excluding?

https://www.nwf.org/Home/About-Us/Our-Mission


Activity

Take a look at the statements from NWF, and rewrite them.   Ask yourself the 
following questions:

Who’s being excluded?

Who controls the narrative?  Does that need to change?

What far fetching waves do you bring to this activity?



Activity

 Within your table groups, choose one of Brofenbrenner’s systems and create an 
activity based on that system.  Consider these questions:

Who is your audience (children, families, communities)?

Where are you thinking of doing it?

What are cultural norms around the people you are partnering with?
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